January 25, 2026
Epiphany 2
RIC Sunday
Celebrating Diversity as God’s Children

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
Pastor: Rev. Brigette Weier

Presider: Leandra Ludlam, Preacher: Rev. Brigette Weier, Worship Assistant: Karla Stoker

WELCOME
Welcome to St. Matthew’s! We're glad you're here and online!

ONE: PRAYER SLIPS: Here at St. Matthew’s, we believe in the power of prayer and that everyone
is part of our community. Later in the service you will have an opportunity to put a personal prayer on
a prayer slip and weave your prayer with other prayers into our prayer loom.

ONE: Please join me as we proclaim our vision.

MANY: St. Matthew’s vision is a community deeply rooted in the love of God,
energetically engaged in meaningful relationships with our neighbors
near and far, committed to rich diversity, intentional inclusion, bold

advocacy, and care for creation to connect people to God and transform
lives.

Let us take a moment to prepare our hearts and minds for Worship.

Gathering/Land Acknowledgement
ONE: Created out of nothing,

MANY: We come here to be reminded of who we are.

ONE: Created for goodness,
MANY: We come with open hearts to be filled with everlasting love.

ONE: Created as a beloved child of God,
MANY: We come in celebration of the diversity of the body of Christ.



ONE: Created with a heart for celebrating the rich diversity of creation, we come
trusting in the one who creates, redeems, and sustains us as we acknowledge
and honor the Eastern Shoshone, Goshute, and Ute Peoples upon whose
ancestral homelands we gather, as well as all our Indigenous siblings who
continue to care for this place - this land - and call it their home.

MANY: As we live into the diversity that God has created, may we be bold to tell
the whole story, for in knowing the truth of who we have been, we come to
know more fully who we are called to be. Amen.

Please rise in body or spirit for the Gathering Song and the Thanksgiving for Baptism

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
ONE: Water is life. Our bodies need water. This community needs water to be
resilient and flourish. Plants and animals need water. Water is essential for all
of life on this planet to thrive and flourish.

ONE: We need water for drinking, for washing, for cooking, for cleaning, for
refreshing. Water sustains our lives, and water enhances our lives. Every day of
our lives includes multiple uses of water.

ONE: Let us give thanks for the gift of water and for baptism.

MANY: We give you thanks, O God, for this water that comes to us as a gift from
our Creator, the source of all that is good and life-giving. You are a
generous and loving God who blesses us through water and who claims
all people in the fullness of sexual or romantic orientation, gender
identity, race, ethnicity, gender expression, immigration status, beliefs,
and abilities.

ONE: Let us fill this font with water — water from our homes, water from nearby
lakes and rivers, creeks and streams — water upon which all living creatures
depend and that nourishes all of life on this planet. As we sing, you are invited
to bring forward water to pour into this font. We, though many, are one

in the unity of God'’s love for us and for all the world. Water is life.
Water is poured into the font by the Worship Assistant and Others.

ONE: O God, may we live as careful stewards, guardians of this precious gift,
protectors of the health of this planet, builders of resilient communities, and
cultivators of life-giving relationships that promote peace and unity.

MANY: Thanks be to God! Amen!



Gathering
The Holy Spirit Calls Us Together as the People of God.
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ONE: O God, may we live as careful stewards, guardians of this precious gift,
protectors of the health of this planet, builders of resilient communities, and
cultivators of life-giving relationships that promote peace and unity.

MANY: Thanks be to God! Amen!

GREETING

ONE: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all. MANY: And also, with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
ONE: God of Beauty, you gather your beloved children into your care, each one a
unique image of you. You claim us as your own and call us to follow in the ways
of mercy, justice, and joy. Strengthen our changing hearts and minds to
continue the work of your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

MANY: Amen.
Please be seated for the readings.

WORD
God Speaks to Us in Scripture Reading, Preaching and Song.

Epistle Reading: 1 John 3:1-2 Karla Stoker

ONE: A Reading from 1 John

See what kind of love the Creator has given to us in that we should be called
God'’s children, and that is what we are! Because the world did not recognize
God, it does not recognize us. Dear friends, now we are God’s children, and it
hasn’t yet appeared what we will be. We know that when God appears we will
be like God because we'll see God as God is

ONE: Word of God Word of Life
MANY: Praise be to God.



Psalm: 27:1, 4-9 (congregation will read the bold face verses) Karla Stoker
'The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall | fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?
“ One thing | ask of the LORD; one thing | seek;
that | may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon
the beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple.
°>For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
°Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
Therefore | will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; | will
sing and make music to the LORD.
"Hear my voice, O LORD, when | call;
have mercy on me and answer me.
%My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.”
Your face, O LORD, | will seek.
Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my
salvation.

ONE: Word of God Word of Life
MANY: Praise be to God.
Please rise in body or spirit for the Gospel Acclamation and the reading of the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
MANY: Alleluia. In the Word was life and the life was the light of all people.
Alleluia.
GOSPEL Matthew 4:12-23 Rev. Brigette Weier

ONE: The Word made flesh dwells among us.
MANY: Full of grace and truth.

ONE: ' Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.
'Y He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of
Zebulun and Naphtali, '* so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah
might be fulfilled:
">“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—
'“the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
light has dawned.”
'"From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”



'8 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. '° And
he said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of people.” ?° Immediately they
left their nets and followed him. %' As he went from there, he saw two other brothers,
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee,
mending their nets, and he called them. ?? Immediately they left the boat and their
father and followed him.

3 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the
people.

ONE: This is the Good News of Jesus Christ
MANY: Praise to you, Word of life!

All the children or any who are young at heart are welcomed to come forward for the
Intergenerational Message.
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SERMON Rev. Brigette Weier

Please rise in body or spirit for the Hymn of the Day and the Creed/Statement.



HYMN OF THE DAY: Making Their Way ACS979
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Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Music: KOMT NU MET ZANG, A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckclank, 1626
Text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

CREED/STATEMENT OF FAITH
ONE: Let us join together in proclaiming our faith:
MANY: We believe in you, O God, who spoke all life into being, author of heaven
and earth, architect of time, quilter of the cosmos. You shape our bodies
from the dust of the ground, and by your breath we are given life.

MANY: We believe in you, O God, who became incarnate in Christ Jesus, the
Word made flesh, truly divine and truly human. You lived among us to
reveal your justice, died among us to break the bonds of sin and death, and
were raised among us to bring abundant life.

MANY: We believe in you, O God, who transforms us by the Holy Spirit, draws us
into community, moves us to action, and inspires us to hope against hope.
You breathe new life into a fallen world and equip us to proclaim the good
news of resurrecting love. All thanks and praise to you, O God, our
beginning and our end. Amen.

Please be seated.

The Worship Assistant leads the prayers, and assembly responds at the conclusion of each petition. On the
last petition you are invited to place your personal prayers in the prayer loom.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

ONE: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Creator in prayer.
A brief silence.

ONE: We pray for our pastors, deacons, bishops, and church leaders, that they
may guide us well as we become a loving, welcoming, and resilient community
in Jesus Christ. We give thanks for ReconcilingWorks and all of our Reconciling
in Christ ministry partners. We pray that the whole church may someday
become a blessed community where all our LGBTQIA+ siblings are celebrated.
Spirit, intercede for us,

MANY: Send wholeness to our church.

ONE: We pray for our siblings all around the world. We pray that leaders
everywhere recognize and respond to the suffering of the poor, marginalized,
and persecuted. We pray that governments enact laws that protect and
defend the poor, marginalized, and persecuted. We pray that your hand of
justice intercede for us. Spirit, intercede for us,

MANY: Send wholeness to our church.

ONE: We pray for people who have chaos swirling around and within them. We
pray for those that have been told they are less than, wrong, or an outcast for
who they are. We pray that all of us find true peace, joy, and wholeness in
you. We pray for people who are victims of violence because of queerphobia
[or homophobia, transphobia, biphobia], racism, sexism, and ableism. We pray
for your mercy, love, and healing to care for them. Spirit, intercede for us,
MANY: Send wholeness to our church.

ONE: We pray that our congregation and its ministries uplift and care for all living
things in our world. We pray that we work towards justice and peace in our
own family and community. Spirit, intercede for us,

MANY: Send wholeness to our church.

ONE: We pray for LGBTQIA+ saints, all our siblings who have gone before us in the
fight for justice, freedom, and peace, even when church and society ignored
them and many of your LGBTQIA+ children forgot them. Help us
remember and honor the memory of the people who have boldly stood as
themselves, showing the substance you created even when the world told
them to hide. Spirit, intercede for us,

MANY: Send wholeness to this community of LGBTQIA+ people and allies.

ONE: Let us join together to offer our prayers to the One who Loves.
Whether inscribed on paper or etched upon our hearts, we weave them into the
hearts of this community and let them rise like incense during the Easter Vigil.

As the congregation comes forward with their prayers for the prayer loom, quiet music is played in the
background. When all is complete, the presiding minister continues.



ONE: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in
your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy wisdom.
MANY: AMEN.
PEACE
ONE: The spirit-filled peace of Christ be with you always!
A: And also with you!

ONE: Let us greet one another with a sign of this spirit-filled peace, respecting the
boundaries and honoring the consent of our neighbors.

OFFERING AND MEAL
God Feeds Us with the Presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

ONE: St. Matthew’s is grateful for the generosity of this community to our mission and
ministry. All the people we feed, pray for, care for, support, and advocate for in
Taylorsville, Utah, the US and the world is because of your giving in time, sKkills
and resources. We give thanks for the support of staff and our ability to share
our building with the community. Thank you for your gifts and prayers!

HTTPS://TITHE.LY/GIVE NEW/WWW/#/TITHELY/GIVE-ONE-TIME/575759
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OFFERTORY: Oh, Sing To The Lord (verse 3 in Spanish all others in English) ELW822
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Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing  to our God.
Oh, sing  to our God, oh, sing to our God.

2 Pues nuestro Sefior ha hecho prodigios.
Pues nuestro Seiior ha hecho prodigios.
Pues nuestro Seiior ha hecho prodigios.

4 Es él que nos da el Espiritu Santo.
Es él que nos da el Espiritu Santo.
Es él que nos da el Espiritu Santo.

;Cantad al Seiior, cantad al Seiior!

Cantad al Seiior, alabadle con arpa.
Cantad al Sefior;, alabadle con arpa.
Cantad al Sefior, alabadle con arpa.
;Cantad al Sefior, cantad al Sefior!

;Cantad al Seiior, cantad al Seiior!

(Jestis es Sefor! jAmén, aleluya!
[Jests es Seftor! jAmén, aleluya!
jJestis es Sefior! jAmén, aleluya!
;Cantad al Sefior, cantad al Sefior!

Text: Brazilian folk song; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923, Spanish and English
Music: CANTAD AL SENOR, Brazilian folk tune
Spanish and English text © Gerhard Cartford, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

ONE: Let us pray. O God, from nothing you created not only us as your beloved
children but everything we would need to have an abundant life. As we bring
our varied gifts to you, strengthen us as we celebrate the diversity you have
blessed us with. Fill us with what we need and help us to recognize that there
is more than enough for all as we work to bring your love to the ends of the
earth.

MANY: Amen.

ONE: At St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, all are welcome to receive Holy Communion
at Christ’s table. Who is all? New worshipers, babies, toddlers, teenagers,
middle-aged and older, members, non-members, those who aren’t sure of their
faith, those who are sure of their faith, those who are doubting, wondering and
wandering. You are wanted at the table of God’s grace, mercy and love.



Please rise in body or spirit for the Great thanksgiving.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
ONE: The Lord be with you.
MANY: And also with you.

ONE: Lift up your hearts.
MANY: We lift them to the Lord.

ONE: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
MANY: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

ONE: Blessed are you, O God, Creator of this wild and wonderful world.
In the beginning, you called forth light from the shadows;
You filled land and sea with life;
You filled us with your own Spirit.
You so loved your own creation that you set your bow in the sky;
You promised life in a world that brings death;
You sent Jesus, your Son to gather us close to you.

ONE: Who, on the night in which he was betrayed,
Our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying;
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this, and remember me.

ONE: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this, and remember me.

ONE: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the mystery of
faith:
MANY: Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ Will come again.

LORD'S PRAYER
ONE: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
MANY: Heavenly God, giver of life, holy is your name,
your blessed community come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For you reign in power and glory now and forever. Amen.

The Ushers will invite you down the aisle to the bread and wine/grape juice stations to receive communion. All
are welcome to come forward. All of our bread is Gluten Free. After you receive, you may kneel at the altar to
pray or return to your seat.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
ONE: This table belongs to Jesus and the meal is offered by Jesus, and so all of

God’s children are welcome to celebrate.
Please be seated.
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional

Text © 1987 Tona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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COMMUNION
ONE: The Body of Christ Given for You. The Blood of Christ Shed for You.

TABLE BLESSING
ONE:O God of many names, pour out your Spirit upon us and on these gifts of

ONE:

bread and wine. Bless this meal of shared life for the sake of the world, and fill
us with your own thirst for beauty and hunger for justice, that we might
continue in the ways of your Son, Jesus Christ. MANY: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist Liz Hawke
who is set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick,
home centered, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen
those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

MANY: Amen

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

o Thank you to Brian for bringing worship today into our homes.

O

Thank you all who helped to lead worship this morning.

o The meetings this week are:

o Leo’s (Lutherans Eat Out) — Tuesday 1/27 9AM Dee’s Restaurant on Redwood Rd.
o Faith Formation Ministry — Wednesday 1/28 4PM

o Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting— right after service. There is no Adult Forum.

o Super Fantastic Service Opportunity: Hospitality services coffee, lemonade, and
snacks before and after church in the Narthex. If you would like to help with the
setup and supply of snacks, get with Mary Kay Arnold or Mike Stoker to get on the
schedule. It’'s easy and fun.



o Free Little Pantry needs:

o Forthe months of January and February we would like to highlight the
following items that are needed. Cereal, Shelf Milk, Canned Meats (spam,
chicken, tuna, etc.), jelly/jams.

o Remember, you don’t have to wait for the 15t Sunday of each month to give
to the Free Little Pantry. Our Amazon QR Code is listed on the last page of
the bulletin and is available 24/7.

ONE: Let us pray. O God, from nothing you created not only us as your beloved
children but everything we would need to have an abundant life. As we bring
our varied gifts to you, strengthen us as we celebrate the diversity you have
blessed us with. Fill us with what we need and help us to recognize that there
is more than enough for all as we work to bring your love to the ends of the
earth. MANY: Amen.

BLESSING
ONE: As we leave this space may God’s face shine upon us, God’s love sustain us,
and God’s peace inspire us and grant us peace. May God — Creator, Redeemer,
and Sustainer - fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may live in

hope of a blessed community where humanity’s diversity is celebrated.
MANY: Amen.

SENDING SONG Lift Every voice and Sing ELW841
(See Last Page)

DISMISSAL
ONE: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
MANY: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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SENDING SONG Lift Every voice and Sing
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1 Lift ev-'ry voice and sing  till earth and heav - en ring,
2 Ston-y the road we trod, bit - ter the chas - t’ning rod,
3 God of our wea - ry years, God of our si - lent tears,
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ring with the har - mo -  nies of lib - er - ty.
felt in the days when hope un - born had  died;
thou who hast brought us thus  far on the  way;
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Let our re - joic - ing rise high as the lis - t'ning skies,
yet with a stead - y beat, have not our wea - ry feet
thou who hast by thy might led us in - to the light,
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let it re - sound loud as the roll - ing sea.
come to the place for which our par - ents sighed?
keep us for - ev - er in the path, we  pray.
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Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
We have come o - ver a way that with tears has been wa - tered;

Lest our feet
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stray from the plac-es, our God, where we met thee;
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sing a  song

| Y

P
I | I”
[

=

ol

full of the hope that

the pres - ent has brought  us;

we have come, tread-ing our path through the blood of the slaugh - tered,

lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we for - get thee;
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fac - ing the ris - ing sun of our new day be - gun,
out from the gloom-y past, till now we stand at last
shad-owed be - neath thy hand, may we for - ev - er stand,
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let us march  on till  vic - to - 1y is Wwon.
where the  white gleam of  our bright star is cast.
true to our God, true to our na - tive  land.

Text: James W. Johnson, 1871-1938

Music: LIFT EVERY VOICE AND

SING, J. Rosamond Johnson, 1873-1954
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