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Faith Chat: 
As we journey through the month of March and the 
season of Lent, its apropos that the end of the month also 
culminates with Holy Week, the Three Days, and Easter. 
Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday, March 24, and this 
year we will experience an interactive passion narrative 
by Pastor Walt Wangerin “The Cry of the Whole 
Congregation.” Yes, we will have palm branches and 
acknowledge Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and 
then we will continue by witnessing the movement from 
“Hosannna’s” to “Crucify him.” While in the Lutheran 
tradition we don’t have worship on Holy Monday, 
Tuesday or Wednesday, they are sacred days that the 
early church and some traditions honored with worship, 
reflection and prayer. On Maundy Thursday (“Maundy” 
means “commandment”) we begin the Triduum, Latin for 
The Three Days of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
Easter Vigil. These days are considered one worship 
service, and so note that there is not a dismissal at the 
Thursday or Friday services. Again, some traditions hold 
prayer vigils for these three days with people rotating in 
prayer 24 hours a day until the start of the Easter Vigil, 
which traditionally is after sundown. Good Friday (called 
“good” because the word “good” used to mean “holy”), 
has us bearing witness to Jesus’ torture and death at the 
hands of the Roman Empire. We acknowledge that Jesus 
died because the world cannot bear the truth. Easter 
Vigil used to be when baptismal candidates, or 
catechumens, would be baptized, and enter the covenant 
of the community. At this service we tell the story from 
the beginning of God’s promises to be with us and offer 
us wholeness, grace, and mercy. And while it is still dark, 
we proclaim that death has lost its sting Jesus cannot be 
kept in the grave, for God is too powerful and loving. On 
Easter morning, Sunday, we continue the celebration and 
recall the implications of an empty tomb, which is the 
last day of March, the 31.  
 

The last and the first all rolled up into one. A powerful 
reminder of the good news that Jesus proclaimed in his 
ministry, death and resurrection. What looks like the end 
is merely a new thing that God is doing. May we look for 
new beginnings this Lenten season! 
 

In Christ,  

Pastor Brigette Weier 

 

 

Lenten Midweek Worship on Zoom! Join us from 7-7:30 
PM on February 28, March 6, 13, and 20 for a time of 
scripture reflection, discussion, music and prayer. All 
ages and stages are planned for during this time. Zoom 
link here: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82844092353?pwd=wWJM
6EQdnbZWB8EPOENA9jVDXL2JV8.1 
 

Sometimes I hear people say (cleanliness is next to 
Godliness?) I looked it up and I can’t find this phrase in 
the Bible.  
 

Cleanliness is next to Godliness.” This sentiment was 
uttered by John Wesley in a sermon over two centuries 
ago. John Wesley was an English cleric, theologian, and 
evangelist who was a leader of a revival movement 
within the Church of England known as Methodism.  Do 
you think we should live clean and organized in real life? 
Not messy rooms etc.?) Or does it not matter? 
I bring this point up because after an inspection of St 
Matthew’s building the Facilities/Property Ministry 
found that all of us that use this building, God’s building 
need to take a more proactive approach to maintaining 
and cleaning God’s house. 
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March Newsletter Articles: 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on the first 
Monday of every month. We will meet at 2 PM on March 
8th. Prayer shawls, hats, baby blankets, and scarves are 
projects we work on together. We have a great need for 
yarn donations; please see Mary Wimmer or Henny 
Johnson for more information. 

In the next several weeks the Facilities/Property 
Ministry will be reaching out to all Ministries and outside 
organizations that use St Matthew’s building to ensure 
their help and input into maintaining and cleaning our 
building.   
 

The focus of the 2024 Rocky Mountain Synod Assembly 
will be the election of a new bishop. The date is April 25-
27, 2024 and will be held in Loveland, Colorado. This 
year St Matthew’s representatives are Pastor Brigette 
Weier and Harmony Thaemert. Thank you both for 
volunteering to represent St Matthew’s. 
 

In the next several weeks during service, each ministry 
will provide a short presentation to the congregation, 
explaining what that ministry is involved with and 
introducing the ministry team members. 
 

The preaching ministry team would like to remind all of 
us to please fill out a response form at the end of service 
about what you took away from the sermon. This 
information helps them to reflect on the message they 
gave and something they can build on for the future. The 
sermon team reviews these forms every time they meet.  
 

If you haven’t joined us yet, Adult Forum is a delightful 
and engaging hour of discussion. Please join us for some 
great discussion on topics from the book, Jesus Is 
Enough. Adult forum begins right after services every 
Sunday morning and we conclude our study at noon. 
 

St. Matthew’s has  a lot going on, so please remember, for 
information about what’s happening check out St. 
Matthew’s website, newsletter, Facebook page or your 
personal e-mails. Council is dedicated to keeping you 
informed and of course the best way to keep up to date is 
to come to service on Sunday. Council has also dedicated 
a bulletin board in the hallway and will post minutes, 
agenda, treasurer’s report and all ministry reports for 
the past month. 
 

We have a coffee and treat table setup just before service, 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. Services begin at 10:00 a.m.  
Our senior breakfast club is growing if you would like to 
join us we meet at Dee’s Family Restaurant 4710 South 
Redwood Road every other Tuesday at 9:00 am. Our next 
breakfast dates are March 12th and 26th. 
 

St Matthew’s 2024 Council 
 

Pastor Brigette Weier, President - Mike Stoker, Vice 
President - Cindy Becker, Treasurer - Mary Wimmer , 
Secretary - Harmony Thaemert, Council At Large 
Members - Frank Cordova, Amanda Ventura, Mary Kay 
Arnold and Craig Widdowson. 
 

Mike Stoker 
Council President 
 
 
 

Sunday Service Streams Live: 
 

It’s snowing, I’m sick or I just can’t get moving on a 
Sunday morning. Don’t worry you can still watch 
service. 
 

St Matthew’s streams service live every Sunday at 
10:00 am so join us online. If you can’t join service 
on Sunday that week, service is still on our web page 
www.stmatthewsut.org for five days. 
 

So if you want to hear the sermon again or want to 
hear the gospel or Sam’s music during that week, 
just go to St. Matthew’s web page and click on the 
link. 
 

Submitted by Communication Ministry   
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Email Change: 
 

Please note that the emails for St. Matthew’s have been 
changed. The new ones are: 
 

▪     Office email will now be                                          
 officeofstmatts@gmail.com 
▪     Newsletter email will now be 
 newstmatts@gmail.com 
 

Submitted by Brian Schuster 
Communications Ministry 

After the busy annual appeal season, the Stewardship 
Ministry took November and December off. The appeal 
was successful and we were able to budget for the 
needed furnace/air-conditioning repairs for 2024. Thank 
you all for your participation and support in St. 
Matthew’s Church, we are a strong congregation and 
community because of all that you do. We as a ministry 
are excited for this New Year to have God guide our 
Stewardship in new ways. If you are interested in being a 
part of our ministry, please contact Harmony Thaemert, 
(970) 250-8566, hkthaemert@gmail.com.  
 

Our early goals are fairly simple. St. Matthew’s is moving 
and shaping itself in our communities in new and 
exciting ways: a wonderful part-time pastor whose 
passion for stewarding God’s love in the margins of our 
society mirrors our own mission, interactive worship 
that only continues to grow, the impact of our outreach 
ministry is noticeable in our communities, the list goes 
on. We as a ministry will re-evaluate our role in where 
we are as Church and how we can continue to support it. 
You will see a refreshed bulletin board, we will take a 
month or two working on new smart goals and we will 
help the Endowment ministry as they need. Not to forget 
of course…identifying which of our ministries needs our 
financial support for next year.  
 

In Christ, 
 

Harmony Thaemert 
Stewardship Ministry 
 

Intergeneration Worship Station: 
 

During the Easter season instead of holding Sunday 
School, the Faith Formation Ministry will be introducing 
an Intergenerational Worship Station to take place 
during the Hymn of the Day. We invite everyone to join 
and participate in the station as a way to bring us 
together as a congregation and community. This will also 
encourage the young, young at heart and those in 
between to participate in faith practices together. If you 
would like, you are welcome to collect the supplies and 
take them to do at home or enjoy them during service. 
Please see a member of the Faith Formation Ministry 
with any questions. 
 

Submitted by Sam Johnson 
Faith Formation Ministry 
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Outreach & Advocacy: 

Our senior breakfast club is growing if you would like to 
join us. We meet at Dee’s Family Restaurant, 4710 South 
Redwood Road, every other Tuesday at 9:00 am. Our 
next breakfast dates are March 12th and 26th. 
 

Submitted by Mike Stoker 
Breakfast Club 

Thank you everyone for your awesome support on 
Souper Bowl Sunday.  
 

Total amount collected, $124.40.  
 

Proceeds to ELCA World Hunger 
 

Submitted by Rhonda Joa 
Outreach & Advocacy Ministry 
 

Holy Week Dates: 
 

⦁ Palm Sunday – March 24th @ 10 AM 
⦁ Maundy Thursday – March 28th @ 7 PM 
⦁ Good Friday – March 29th @ 7 PM 
⦁ Easter Vigil – March 30th @ 6 PM 
⦁ Easter Sunday – March 31st @ 10 AM 
 
 

Little Food Pantry: 
 

We are continuing a monthly food drive to help restock 
our shelves for the Little Food Pantry. 
 

On the first Sunday of every month, please bring a non-
perishable food item and/or personal hygiene item. 
 

Food Items that are needed; drinks, stews, pop tarts, 
spaghetti o’s, cup of soup, cereal/oatmeal, canned 
ravioli, canned fruit, & canned meats. 
 

Personal Items that are needed; shampoo/conditioner, 
bar soap, toilet paper, toothpaste/toothbrushes, & paper 
towels. 
 

Submitted by Rhonda Joa 
Outreach & Advocacy Ministry 
 

Yard Sale: 
 

St. Matthew’s annual yard sale will be held on June 22nd 
this year and we need your help. As you come across 
items you can no longer use, bring them to the church 
and we will store them in the basement until June. If you 
need help getting your treasures to church we can help 
with that too. 
 

Submitted by Karla Stoker 
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Bring in your loose change and support our 40 Days of 
Caring during our Lenten Journey. The container will be 
located in the sanctuary in front of the Baptismal font. 
Proceeds to ELCA World Hunger. 
 

Submitted by Rhonda Joa 
Outreach & Advocacy Ministry 
 

Chick Sales: 
 

The chick sale starts April 7 - May 5. Buy a chick, or two, 
for a $1 each and enjoy some coloring time!  
 

Proceeds to ELCA World Hunger 
 

Submitted by Rhonda Joa 
Outreach & Advocacy Ministry 
 

DAY OF SERVICE, GOD'S WORK OUR HANDS 
SATURDAY SEPT. 7 & SUNDAY SEPT. 8 

 

This year we will followship with our Taylorsville 
neighbors on Saturday, Sept 7 for a Day of Service. 
 

This is still in development and we will share details 
with you as soon as possible. 
 

The Outreach and Advocacy Ministry will also provide 
an opportunity to fellowship and serve as a congregation 
on Sunday, Sept 8, after worship service. 
 

This is an opportunity for all ages to join in. 
 

We will gather to assemble Personal Care Kits to be 
distributed to those in need by Lutheran World Relief. 
And of course we are relying on your generosity to help 
supply this project. 
 

We will be gathering supplies from April thru August 
and then gather in September to assemble the kits. 
 

The items needed are: 
⦁   April - One bath towel, 20" x 40", light or medium     
     weight 
⦁   May -   2 bars of soap 
⦁   June - One adult toothbrush, individually wrapped 
⦁   July - One sturdy comb 
⦁   August -One metal nail clippers  
     (attached file optional) 
 

We will send out monthly reminders for each item 
needed and you can stop by the OUTREACH & 
ADVOCACY BULLITEN board in the hallway where there 
will be more information about the kits. 
 

Submitted by Rhonda Joa 
Outreach & Advocacy Ministry 
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March Birthday Wishes: 

 Gracey Nosack                      March 4 
 Debbie Ventura        March 4 
 Marvin May         March 6 
 Xtylyn Seely        March 6 
 Kaiden Crockett        March 8 
 Rhonda Joa         March 9 
 Brian Schuster      March 21 
 Mary Kay Arnold      March 26 
 Elizabeth (Liz) Hawke     March 29 

St. Matthew’s Newsletter: 
 

Our newsletter has more information about the life of 
the congregation that you don’t want to miss. If you are 
not receiving the newsletter, please send an email to 
Amanda Ventura at newstmatts@gmail.com to get your 
name added to the list. 

It’s Easy, Safe & Convenient! 
 

Go to St. Matthew’s Website. 
Click on the BLUE donation button.  

 

St. Matthew’s provider for online giving is Tithe.ly. You 
can make one-time donations or set-up a giving 
schedule that meets your needs. Tithe.ly will do the 
work for you, making your giving easy and convenient. 
If you have any questions please check with the 
Stewardship Ministry. 

St. Matthew’s Information: 
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 Church Calendars: 
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Prayer Chain: 
For Healing in Mind, Body or Spirit:  
Mavis Agar, Selam Alemu, Danny Behounek, Sandy Behounek, Mary Beck, Brianna & Dan Bell,  
Ellen Dahl, Julie Durrance, Leone Eastman, Scott Frandsen, Gretel Gallagher, Annalisa Giles,  
Josie Granlund, Carl Hedin, Henny Johnson, Christine Knittle, Edie Knittle, Mark Knittle,  
Nancy Marple, Julie Matson, Sandra Muthreich, Jim Peverelle, Rod Rowland, Pastor John & Jackie  
Sandstrom, Norman Seglum, Shy Schaugaard, Viki Tellez, Allison Winters, Joe Wolfe, & Minnie Wolfe. 
 

To Those Who Mourn: 
Family and friends of Julie Matson (daughter of Mavis Agar) 
 

Military & Other Public Servants: 
1st Lt. William Clausen, US Army; Andrew Nguyen, US Air Force; Cadet Evan Schomaker, US Army; & Cody Wood, US Army. 
 

The Community & World: 
Our prayer partner congregation, Mt. Tabor; schools; all victims of violence and/or warfare; those who have lost homes 
and businesses in the fires, hurricanes, and other natural disasters, all who are suffering because of COVID-19, and those 
recovering from addictions. 


